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13THAF CLARK AB RP 

UNCLAS MANILA 15924 

E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: MARR, RP 

SUBJECT: MARCOS COMMENTS BRIEFLY ON BASE NEGOTIATIONS 

MARCOS, ON THE OCCASION OF HIS 61ST BIRTHDAY WAS INTER- 
VIEWED BY THE PRESS. HE MADE TWO SEPARATE RESPONSES TO 
QUESTIONS ABOUT THE STATUS OF BASE TALKS: 

- -"THERE HAS BEEN SOME PROGRESS IN THE TALKS, 

- BUT DEFINITELY NOT ENOUGH. THE LARGE ISSUES 

- REMAIN UNRESOLVED.” (TIMES JOURNAL) 

- -"THEY ARE PROGRESSING VERY SLOWLY. I THINK IT 

- WAS THE PRESENT US AMBASSADOR TO THE PHILIPPINES 

- WHO ONCE COMPLIMENTED OUR NEGOTIATORS BY 

- DESCRIBING THEM AS BEING TOUGH AND TENACIOUS. 

- WE CAN RETURN THE COMPLIMENT. THE MAJOR AREAS 

- WHERE MOVEMENT IS SLOW ARE THOSE WHICH ARE 

- CONCERNED WITH THE PRINCIPAL POINTS OF OUR 

- POSITION. THE PHILIPPINES DESIRES CHANGE IN THE 
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- STATUS QUO AND THIS NATURALLY GENERATES UNDER- 

- STANDABLE PROBLEMS." (DAILY EXPRESS) TOUSSAINT 
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